BAYOU  LA  BATRE,  ALA. 


letter 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

transmitting. 


WITH  A LETTER  EROM  THE  ™ 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OE  BA  CONNECTING  BAYOU  LA 

LtreWan°i>  pasTTuVherons  oe  suitable  eeeth  ANB 

WIDTH. 


January  10,  1916.—' Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ruei*  and  Hailxm 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department. 
Washington , January  8 , 1916. 

rl^TiS!  \ lIv-'  Ihl i|I|'i TiLt  A.'li I.cu i t herewith  a letter  from  the  Chief 
of  Engineers.  United  S Wes  Cnm.  dated 

T-  i£,S£  if  Lrou  Li  Bate.  Ala., 

Se  bj’htoYLSlnee/tth  the  provi.ion.  of  the  rarer  and  harbor 
act  approved  March.  4, 1915. 

Very  respectfully , Lindlet  M.  Garrison 

. a i IT 


War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  January  / , 191o. 

From  - The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

2 ubjS  Frehminary  Examination  of  Bayou  La  Batr,  Al,  ^ 

1.  There  is  submitted  herewith  for  tiansnussi  Engj. 

port  dated  June  2a,  191o,  by  Lieu  • ° tEe  river  and  har- 

W aerappfoVTdn?7aiech  ?,T915,  of  Bayou  La^Batre,  Ala,  with  a 


2 


BAYOU  LA  BATHE,  ALA. 


view  to  securing  a channel  connecting  Bayou  La  Baire  and  Pass  aux 
Herons  of  suitable  depth  and  width. 

2.  Bayou  La  Batre  is  a small  stream  emptying  into  Mississippi 
Sound  about  18  miles  east  of  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  and  45  miles  south- 
west of  Mobile,  Ala.  The  bayou  is  narrow  and  crooked,  but  small 
boats  can  run  about  1^  miles  above  the  fixed  county  bridge  which 
ci  osses  the  stream  about  3 miles  above  its  mouth.  The  commerce 
for  1914  is  reported  at  673  tons.  The  district  officer  states  that  the 
improvement  desired  is  a channel  6J  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
from  the  county  bridge  to  the  6 -J- foot  contour  in  Mississippi  Sound. 
The  construction  of  such  a channel  would  involve  a large  expense, 
and  he  believes  that  the  benefits  would  be  purely  local  and  not  com- 
mensurate with  the  cost  of  making  and  maintaining  the  desired  im- 
provement. The  division  engineer  concurs  in  this  opinion. 

3.  This  report  has  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  the  Board 
of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invited  to  its 
report  herewith,  dated  October  12,  1915,  concurring  in  the  views  of 
the  district  officer  and  the  division  engineer. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports,  I con- 
cur in  the  views  of  the  district  officer,  the  division  engineer,  and  the 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  therefore  report 
that  the  improvement  by  the  United  States  of  Bayou  La  Batre,  Ala., 
with  a view  to  securing  a channel  connecting  Bayou  La  Batre  and 
Pass  aux  Herons  of  suitable  depth  and  width,  is  not  deemed  advisable 
at  the  present  time. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Chief  of  Engineers , United  States  Army. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 

[ Third  indorsement.] 

Board  or  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

October  1 0,  1915. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

1.  The  following  is  in  review  of  the  district  officer’s  report  submit- 
ted under  authority  of  the  act  of  March  4,  1915,  on  preliminary  ex- 
amination of  “ Bayou  La  Batre,  Ala.,  with  a view  to  securing  a 
channel  connecting  Bayou  La  Batre  and  Pass  aux  Herons  of  suitable 
depth  and  width.” 

2.  This  is  a small  stream  about  10  miles  in  length,  emptying  into 
Mississippi  Sound,  about  18  miles  east  of  Pascagoula,  Miss.  A fixed 
bridge,  about  3 miles  above  its  mouth,  limits  navigation  at  that 
point,  except  for  very  small  boats,  which  can  go  a short  distance 
above.  A population  of  about  2,500  covers  a considerable  area  cen- 
tering in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge.  The  principal  industries  are 
fishing  and  farming.  The  commerce  is  reported  as  673  tons,  having 
a value  of  $23,363. 

3.  There  is  the  usual  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  over  which 
the  navigable  depth  is  about  2 feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  depth 
in  the  sound  increases  very  gradually,  the  6- foot  contour  being 
about  l\  miles  from  shore.  The  improvement  desired  is  a channel 
with  a navigable  depth  of  6J  feet  to  the  county  bridge.  This  would 
require  dredging  for  a distance  of  about  1J  miles  in  the  bayou  and  a 
somewhat  greater  distance  in  the  sound,  where  maintenance  would 
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bayou  la  bathe,  ala. 

• „ TLa  strict  officer  reports  the  locality  as  un- 
be  very  expense  e.  The  dist  m division  engineer 

worthy  of  improvement,  and  m inis 

TE—  parties  .«e 

TheCd ”„?*»  communications  on  th.  subject 
have  been  received.  ...  . aiIantity,  and  there  is 

subsequent  ™^^^^a^^p^rgdC^hhe^probableel^^efits°C^rhe  board 
be  excessive  when  pompm  3 officer  and  the  division  engineer 

therefore  concurs  with  the  for  ^ TJllite(I  States  to  under- 

m the  opinion  that  it  is  * ^ . -o  |rp  at  the  present  time, 

take  the  improvement  of  Bayou i - ^ that  there  are  no 

,„t*Sn«CS;SHaciliti4 

and  navigation. 

For  the  board:  Frederic  V.  Abbot, 

Colonel , Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  Present . 

preliminary  examination  of  bayou  la  batre,  ala. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Mobile , Ala .,  June  05, 1915. 

TTvnm  • The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To*  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army 
(Through  the  Division  Engineer) . 

QnhWt  • Preliminary  examination,  Bayou  La  Batie,  Ala. 

examination  of  Bayou  La  Batre,  Ay  characteristics . — Bayou  La 

2.  Geographical  location  £art  of 

Batre  is  a small  stream  about  boundary  line  between 

Mobile  County  It  is  about  8 miles  east  of  the^ound 

the  States  of  Mississippi  and  ^^ula  MisT  and  45  miles  south- 
Sound  about  18  miles  east  o * 1 Am  cL  area  of  perhaps  80  square 

S„"g  Z up"  h.ff of  lhi»  distance,  small  bo.ts  an  run  .bout  U 

miles  above  this  bridge.  n0  - , , Us  mouth  to  about  125 

above  its  mouth  the  width 

iS°Unatat°esf  Coast  and  Geodetic 

fnd  P The  small  map  ‘ accompanying  shows  the 

locality  and  its  relation  to  Mobile  and  Pascagoula.  


1 Not  printed. 
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3.  Present  condition. — Soundings  show  that  the  distance  from  the 
7-foot  to  the  6-foot  contour  in  Mississippi  Sound  is  about  2,000  feet; 
the  distance  from  the  6-foot  to  the  5-foot  contour  is  about  4,000  feet; 
the  distance  from  the  5-foot  to  the  4-foot  contour  is  about  1,000  feet; 
and  from  the  latter  to  the  2-foot  contour  the  distance  is  only  about  600 
feet.  The  depth  then  varies  between  2 and  3 feet  for  a distance  of  about 
one-half  a mile.  From  this  point  there  is  a less  depth  than  6 feet  for  a 
distance  of  about  1^  miles.  From  the  latter  point  very  little  work 
would  be  required  to  obtain  the  desired  depth  of  6 feet.  However, 
there  is  a distance  of  more  than  3 miles  over  which  dredging  would 
have  to  be.  conducted  in  order  to  obtain  a depth  of  6 feet. 

4.  Previous  examinations. — A report  of  an  examination  of  this 
bayou  was  submitted  by  this  office  November  13,  1909.  This  report  is 
contained  in  House  Document  No.  316,  Sixty-first  Congress,  second 
session.  In  this  report,  the  locality  was  considered  unworthy  of 
improvement. 

5.  Resources , industries , and  commerce. — The  town  of  Bayou  La 
Batre  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  bayou  and  extends  practically 
from  its  mouth  to  the  county  bridge.  The  inhabitants  number  about 
2,500.  These,  as  well  as  a considerable  number  living  in  the  country 
adjacent  to  this  stream,  are  interested  in  the  desired  improvement. 
The  people  live  principally  by  fishing  and  farming.  There  are  some 
small  ship-yards  and  fish  houses  along  the  banks  of  this  stream.  Fish 
and  oysters  are  taken  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  carried  in  light-draft 
vessels  to  Bayou  La  Batre  for  shipment  by  rail.  The  Mobile  & Ohio 
Railroad  Co.  (Bay  Shore  Division),  has  a station  within  a few  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  stream  near  where  the  county  bridge  crosses  it,  and  the 
Louisville  & Nashville  Railroad  is  within  7 miles  of  this  locality. 

Commercial  statistics  for  the  calendar  year  1914  were  furnished 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Frank  E.  Smee,  a landowner  and  mer- 
chant in  Bayou  La  Batre.  They  are  as  follows : 


Articles. 

Amount  in 
short  tons. 

.. 

Valuation. 

Oil,  refined 

288 

295 

70 

20 

$10,000 

8,514 

4,620 

229 

Fjsh  and  oysters 

Merchandise 

Lumber  and  shingles 

Total 

673 

23,363 

Following  is  a list  of  vessels  engaged  in  business  at  Bayou  La 
Batre : 

Schooners. 


Name. 

Length. 

Beam. 

Draft, 

loaded. 

Registered 

tonnage. 

Owner. 

August  Kling,  sr 

Feet. 

50 

50 

46 

44 

41 

Feet. 

16 

16 

15 

15 

14 

Feet. 

3.5 

5.0 
3.9 

4.0 
3.4 

10 

8 

12 

11 

8 

F.  E.  Smee. 

F.  E.  Smee  and  Bryant. 
F.  E.  Smee. 

Do. 

Do. 

E.  W.  Rabby. 

Bosarge  Bros. 

C.  E.  Graham. 

Verona 

Clara  La  Coste 

Francis  Cox 

Carrie  A 

Gertie  Rhodes 

Emma 

Amethyst 
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SLOOPS. 

Juno,  Brvant  Bros. 

Man/  Walker.  F.  E.  Smee. 

Rubby,  F.  E.  Smee. 

Leo.  F.  E.  Smee. 

Maud,  S.  Previto. 

Hattie,  B.  Barber.  power  boats. 

Birmingham,  Jolm  Crenshaw. 

Fred  S..  F.  E.  Smee. 

Amy  S.,  F.  E.  Smee. 

Titanic,  F.  E.  Smee. 

Helen  D.,  F.  E.  Smee. 

Ruth,  S.  C.  Crenshaw. 

Rounder,  Earl  Bryant. 

barges  and  miscellaneous. 

Lela  (cruiser),  J.  F Cahonn  Y d rtll. 

Wathimo  (cabin  cruiser).  A.  E. 

Ada  (cabin  cruiser),  Geoi=e  A.  Co 
Eric.  Tom  Bobinson. 

Inne.  Hubert  Bosarge. 

Rascal.  AY.  B.  Gerlot. 

St,  Louis,  Albert  Emerson. 

Select,  A.  B.  Gerlot. 

Elizabeth,  J.  B.  Powell. 

Haomi,  E.  >T.  Shepperd. 

Paul  Jones.  Albert  Lamy. 

Adlay,  Mastin  Bosarge.  , , i having  a depth  of 

6.  Nature  of  improvement  desired,  ^ the  COunty 

61  feet  at  mean  low  water  oier  a na  B . egs  section  of  the  town, 
bridge,  which  is  about  the  center  of  t . generally  desired, 

to  &•  61-toot  coatour  j to  tthid. 

Such  a channel  would.  ~ 1 „ Bavou  pa  Batre  are  now  sub- 

the  larger  number  of  vessels ; that  use  ^ the  bar  at  the  mouth 

]ected  of,  waiting  for  high  tide  extremelv  limited  depth  of 

of  the  bayou,  the  effect  of  the  vXme  of  business  done 

the  channel  being  not  only  to  deciease  disc01irage  others  from 

by  the  vessels  now  m it  is  believed  that 

entering  into  business.  With,  the  de  p bkd  and  that  new  com- 

the  present  commerce  woul .mount  of  charcoal,  lumber,  cross- 
modities.  such  as  a considerable  amoi  i ^ ig  further  believed, 

ties,  and  naval  stores,  woul  _ A Capable  of  proceeding  to  dis- 
locally  that  the  use  of  larger  vessels  c.aP  ^ freight  rates  and 

tant  points  would  result  in  vls^indlsPies  such 

that  as  a result  of  the  existence  It  ig  further  believed 

as  canning  factories  would  b . development  of  industries 

that,  should  increased  busme^  result  tl ^ 1 experienced  in  indue- 

SWSfwrf  »th  ..  openmg 

marshy  land  bordering  the  bayou  upon  ^^Xth  bv  the  tide, 
-ndXw^ter^we^inteSVould  be  affected  by  the  proposed  m- 

stssts  s 
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stream  These  are  unprovided  with  any  direct  connection  with  the 
1 aitroad,  and  have  no  mechanical  appliances  of  any  kind.  Thev  are 
however,  sufficient  for  the  business  at  present  transacted. 

0.  C onclusions.— The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou  La  Batre  is 
traversed  by  two  railroads,  which  probably  furnish  all  necessary 
1 acuities  for  the  transportation  of  agricultural  products  and  other 
perishable  freight  to  Mobile  and  more  northern  markets.  A channel 
having  a depth  of  17  feet  has  been  formed  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment at  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  only  18  miles  distant.  While  the  fish 
and  oyster  business  might  increase  to  some  extent  at  Bayou  La  Batre 
as  a result  of  the  improvement,  this  business  can  readily  be  handled 
at  the  port  of  Pascagoula.  The  deepening  of  the  channel  might 
cause  an  increase  m the  charcoal,  lumber,  and  naval  stores  business, 
but  even  judging  by  the  statements  of  interested  parties  this  would 
be  comparatively  small.  The  information  gained  in  this  examina- 
t! on  confirms  that  obtained  and  reported  previously.  Benefits  that 

m*Sht^iaCCi;Ue  W?llld  be  Vure}y  local>  an^  would  not  be  commensurate 
with  the  cost  of  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  a channel  at  this 
locality.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  no  work  be  undertaken 
here,  and  that  no  funds  be  expended  in  making  a survey. 

10.  In  compliance  with  existing  orders,  those  who  are  locally  in- 
terested in  this  improvement  have  been  informed  concerning  the 

character  of  this  report,  and  concerning  the  further  steps  available 
to  them. 


C.  Keller, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Division  Engineer,  Gulf  Division, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  September  18,  1915. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers: 

1.  Forwarded,  concurring  in  the  views  and  recommendations  of 
the  district  onicer. 

On  my  lecent  visit  to  Bayou  La  Batre  it  was  noticed  that  there 
were  two  summer  resorts  a short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  the 
bayou,  facing  Mississippi  Sound,  the  stations  on  the  Mobile  & Ohio 
Kailioad  for  these  resorts  being,  respectively,  Coden  and  Sans  Souci 
Leach.  Ihese  stations  are  distant,  respectively,  2.6  and  1.1  miles 
from  the  Bajmu  La  Batre  station,  and  the  proposed  entrance  channel 
would  give  access  to  neither. 

3.  The  following  information  regarding  the  population  of  these 
two  places  and  Bayou  La  Batre  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the 
United  States  Census,  1910 : 


1900 

census. 

1910 

census. 

Bayou  La  Batre,  Precinct  No.  18 

551 

332 

719 

255 

Coden,  Precinct  No.  25 

Sans  Souci  is  not  mentioned.  It  therefore  appears  that  as  the 
place  has  no  well-defined  limits,  the  population  stated  in  the  within 
i eport,  2,500,  which  is  the  same  as  that  given  in  the  preliminary  ex- 
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« mi  nation  report  of  November  13,  1909,  probably  include^  that  of 
tW  bore  resorts  and  a considerable  part  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
tevThat  wodd  not  be  directly  benefited  by  the  proposed  improvement 
a Tt  has  been  learned  that  the  canning  factory  formerly  on  the 
ha  you  was  destroyed  bv  the  hurricane  of  1906  and  has  not  been  le- 
i n t tVp  rpinaminp’  factory,  if  it  should  resume  operations,  is  lo- 
rated  sofar  tothe  eastward  of  the  proposed  channel  that  it  could  not 
be  reached  by  any  boats  whose  draft  would  require  the  excavation  o 
the  oTOUosed  channel.  It  appears  also  that  a number  of  the  boats  re- 
norted  as living to  Bavou  La  Batre  visit  the  oyster  boats  or  the  fish- 
Fliirlmils'  in  Mississippi  Sound,  and  after  obtaining  a load  proceed 
directly  to  Biloxi  or  Pascagoula,  their  established  markets.  ayou 
T n "Rfltre  serves  as  a place  to  lay  up,  repair  gear,  etc.  . 

- Tt  evident  that  the  construction  of  such  a channel  as  desired, 
narticSf  its  maintenance,  would  involve  a large  expense,  and 
thi^  mv  opihon,  would  not  be  justified  by  the  present  and  pros- 
pective commerce  interested.  j Q SAKr0KD) 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Division  Engineer. 

[For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 
see  p.  2.]  ^ 
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